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To the Editor of the Christian Herald. 


ON THE DISMISSION OF MINISTERS. 
[Concluded from page 73.] ; 

When the connection between a minister and his people is 
broken, if he be a man of agreeable manners; if he have a large 
family dependant upon him ; and particularly, if he be advanced 
in life, the feelings of the community are commonly enlisted in 
his favour, and a severe censure is thrown on those who have 
removed him. This feeling might be considered as aimiable and 
benevolent, if the persons who exercise it would first inquire 
with candour into the circumstances on both sides of the ques- 
tion, and weigh them impartially. Let their sense of justice 
precede their benevolence, and then their judgment will be 
guided by conscience, There are usually many particulars to 
be taken into the account. The soul of an individual among 
his flock, is of as much value as that of the pastor ; and either 
of them should be estimated higher than all the wealth, the 
comforts, and the conveniences of the world. If the soul of 
one person is of such immense value, it is all-important that 
the pastor should deliver his instructions on the great truths of 
religion in such a manner as to produce effects of the happiest 
character, and of the greatest permanence. Now instructions 
like these are prevented in various ways; by the imprudent 
conduct of one or both of the parties, and this is a most prolific 
source of dismissions ; by prejudices; by unkind reports circu- 
lated with industry; by rash and harsh observations ; by aliena- 
tions, which may exist without any palpable faults on either 
side. But from whatever causes these alienations arise; whether 
they are just or unjust, if they do exist, the usefulness of the min- 
ister in that society is in a great measure terminated. It is best 
therefore for both parties that he be dismissed ; and if we have 
“a concern for the welfare of Zion,” we shall wish him to be 
removed to some other society, where no adverse circumstan- 
ces will impede his usefulness. But his feelings will be wound- 
ed. This is true, and te be lamented. Of what weight is this 
consideration, however, compared with the religious guidance, 
with the salvation of the souls of a congregation of one thou- 
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sand persons. Surely it is weighing a. feather against a moun- 
tain. It is the small dust of the balance, and ought not to be 
regarded. sh 

Can it be that any minister would be desirous of remaining 
in a parish after his prospects of usefulness had ceased, although 
he might receive a competent support? I am not willing to sup- 
pose that any of those I am acquainted with would stay in 
such circumstances. When ordained, every one professes that 
he believes that he bas been moved by the Holy Spirit to enter 
upon the office of a minister of Christ. But what is the great 
object of. the Christian ministry? It is to save the souls of 
men. How shall he be instrumental in saving the souls of those 
who have imbibed prejudices against him? And how can he, 
with the exercise of a good conscience, be willing to intrude 
his labours upon those, when he has no prospect of leading them 
in the path to heaven? 

In one of the cases referred to by the General Association, 
the minister who had been settled for several years, asked for 
a dismission, which was voted without opposition on the part of 
the Parish. In the course of six months, if [ am not misinform- 
ed, a young man was invited to take charge of the vacant Socie- 
ty, and was inducted into the office of pastor with entire harmo- 
ny ; and the Lord has, within a few weeks, given them a revival 
of religion. Was this a frown of providence? If so, upon 
- whom? Upon the minister who was settled; upon him who 

was dismissed ; or upon the parish? 

In a second instance, after a considerable portion of the So- 
ciety had withdrawn themselves, the remainder wished a coun- 
cil should be convened, to inquire, whether it was not expedi- 
ent that the connexion between them and their pastor should be 
dissolved, as the burden of his support was heavy upon them. 
If I have been correctly informed, the council came together, 
and the answer given, was in the negative. A second council 
was called at the request of the minister, and they advised his 
dismission. When this took place, it was predicted that the 
parish was ruined. They were so divided into different parties 
and denominations, that no man could ever be settled there 
again. But, sir, these people had not the gift of second sight. 
A good minister has been settled in that parish for several 
months; and the Ecclesiastical Society is now stronger, more 
united, and better able to support the ministry of the gospel, 
than they have been for many years. Where is the evidence, 


that because their minister was dismissed, the Lord was dis- 
pleased with this people ? 


I will relate but one instance more of the cases concerning 
which the General Association made a report. Several years 


ago, in the northern section of the state, a minister was settled. 
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but it was in “troublous times.” A respectable minority in the 
Church was opposed to the settlement, and never were satisfied 
with it. As they were grieved with the proceedings of the ma- 
jority of the Church and Society, they united in celebrating the 
Lord’s supper with a Church in a neighbouring town. With 
this controversy on hand, the incumbent continued in his seat for 
some years, until it was perceived that the Society grew weaker 
and weaker} and then all parties agreed in the expediency of his 
dismission. Now we have arrived at a period of despondency 
and gloom; the minds of the General Association are “filled with 
concern for the welfare of Zion;” a minister is dismissed, and the 
Society will crumble to pieces, and never again will enjoy the 
regular ministration of the word, and the ordinances of religion. 
But, Mr. Editor, let us not despair yet, but keep a steady eye on 
the passing events for a few months only. Within this period, 
the dismissed minister is resettled, and over a parish, too, where 
every voice is in his favour. The Society from whence the dis- 
mission was made, so far from being ruined, have taxed them- 
selves heavily to repair their meeting house, and for other paro- 
chial purposes; they have settled a worthy and excellent pastor 
over themselves, with entire unanimity; and the Lord has poured 
out his spirit upon them, and given them a revival of religion. 
We have here a brief detai) of three, out of the five or six 
cases referred to by the General Association. I believe the 
facts are related fairly. They certainly are stated in conformity 
to the information I have received. [t will not be necessary to 
examine the remaining instances. Sufficient has been said to 
show, that there was no solid reason, why. the minds of that ven- 
erable body of ministers should be “filled with concern for the 
welfare of Zion,” “from the unprecedented number of dismis- 
sions which had occurred within the last six months ;” there was 
no solid reason why their minds should be “filled with melan- 
choly reflections,” or with “ anxiety,” when contemplating this 
subject; and there was no solid reason to conclude that the 
dismission of a minister was of course a frown of Providence. 
If they had waited for a little time, to see what were the conse- 
quences in each particular case, of those events which they so 
much deplored, in those, for instance, which I have stated, I have 
no doubt that instead of being grieved, they would have rejoic- 
ed; instead of “anxiety,” their hearts would have kindled with 
exultation ; instead of being “ filled with concern for the welfare 
of Zion,” they would have been filled with delight at the view 
of her enlargement and prosperity. Yes, sir, emotions of grati- 
tude would have sprung up spontaneously, when they saw that 
instead of confusion, order was established—instead of darkness, 


light had arisen. A Frienp to Ministers. 
€onnectieut, Jan. 1, 1824. 


a a ea eee 


aro 


oo eran op — 


100 Practical Education. —No. XI¥. 


For the Christian Herald. 


PRACTICAL EDUCATION.—No. XIV. 


Tenth letter from Senex, lo his Daughter. 
My pear Davucuter,—As your husband, like most country 
clergymen, receives but a small salary, and you are both in feeble 
health, with a large and dependent family, I bave thought that 


‘a letter on the subject of economy would not be out of place. It 


may possibly serve tu strengthen those correct habits which you 
have already formed, encourage you, when necessary, to form 
new ones, and, to hand the whole down, as a precious legacy, to 
your children. Good habits, with the blessing of heaven, will be 
better to them than an independent fortune. 

It is, comparatively, of small consequence, whether parents 
have property to leave their cliildren. They may be left rich, 
and yet become vagabonds; but if they are trained up in habits 
of industry, temperance, honesty, economy, and punctuality, 
they are possessed of a fortune within themselves, of which the 
world cannot rob them, and which they are likely to carry down 
to the grave. They should be, more especially, instructed in 
the fear of God, the holiness of his Sabbath, and the value of all 
the instituted duties of religion, particularly of public worship, 
even if they should see “a little cloud like a man’s hand,” ora 
little mist in the air. With good habits, and good health, in our 
rising country, children may hope, at least, to secure a good sup- 
port, respectability, and usefulness. . 

Economy respects the good management of time and property. 

First, it respects the good management of time. One person, 
by observing system in his business, finds time enough for the 
seasonable discharge of the various duties of life: another, b 
acting without system, though often in a hurry, seldom does any 
‘thing in season. Many duties are neglected for the want of 
time—others are done at the halves: all is confusion; and lit- 
tle, or nothing, as it should be. 

With some there is no time for reading the Holy Scriptures ; 
heaven’s law-book, and guide to eternal life : especially, there is 
no time to read it in any stated way, and none for prayer. They 
have, however, time enough to read plays and novels, and to set 
at the card-table. The world demands, and occupies all their 
waking moments. Even their dreams often evince their worldly 
spirit. They little realize, that 


“cc 





life is ever on the wing, 

“ And death is ever nigh: 

“The moment when our lives begin, 
** We all begin to die.” 


Secondly—-Economy respects the good management of pro- 
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perty. The treasures of earth, you are aware, are very une- 
qually distributed. Some persons possess much, others but 
little. Some, as I said before, who are born to fortunes, soon 
waste them; or they are deprived of them by the special provi- 
dence of God. Others, who are born poor, acquire fortunes by 
industry and wise management; or are suddenly put in posses- 
sion of them, by providences equally special and unforeseen. 
Good management is very importamt, whether we have little or 
much. Money may, easily. be diminished or increased. A 
fortune, without economy, may soon be wasted; just as the hi- 
quor in the largest cask will soon run out at the tap, if no pains 
be taken to fill in at the bung. But a small sum of money will, 
in time, by a continual increase, become a large one. ‘Mo- 
ney,” says Dr. Franklin, “begets money.” Cents increased, 
become dollars, and dollars eagles. I[t is good economy to 
keep money on the increase, though the sum be small. It is 
equally wise to learn to save in other respects. A child, ten 
years old, who can save only one cent a day, may have forty 
dullars to begin the world with when he becomes a man. This 
would look small, to those who abound in money ; but, to those 
who have none, it might be worth a great deal. 

It is worthy of particular remark, that a small sum saved, as it 
fixes a good habit, may prove of far greater advantage to a per- 
son just commencing business, than a large one of patrimo- 
nial estate. 

A few years ago, on returning from a visit to your uncle 3 
I preached for my friend Dr. . Afier divine service, I was 
introduced to a well-dressed gentleman, of highly respectable 
appearance, as an acquaintance of mine in early life. A few 
moment’s conversation enabled me to recognise him well, though 
I had not seen bim for more than thirty years. I immediately 
recollected that formerly he possessed but little property, and 
made but an ordinary appearance, having had very little ac- 
quaintance with the world. My surprise at seeing him so great- 
ly changed, led me, at a proper time, to inquire into his busi- 
ness and circumstances. The Doctor informed me that when 
he came to reside in his parish, he had but little property, but a 
pretiy good common education, with correct habits; that he 
was very industrious and prudent—that he laboured on a farm 
in the summer, and taught a school in the winter ; pursuing this 
course, till he bad saved three or four hundred dollars. He 
then had a wish to go into trade; and with this object in view, 
went to New-York, to purchase goods After looking about the 
city, and making many inquiries, he was asked by a gentleman 
how large a purchase he wished to make? He frankly told him 
how much money he had, and that it was all he was worth. The 














AT eM 


102 Practical Education —No. XIV. 


merchant, pleased with his ingenuousness, and apparent honesty, 
was led to ask how he acquired this sum’ He replied, with the 
same frankness, “ by working on a farm in summer, and teach- 
ing a school in winter.” (Convinced of the correctness of this 
statement, the merchant immediately said, “if you have saved so 
much, merely by your industry, I will take what money you have, 
and furnish you with all the goods you need to begin with, and 
wait upon you till you can make remittance.” ‘The offer was 
thankfully accepted. He returned with his goods, and went 
immediately into business: his labors were crowned with success, 
and he became a very thorough respectable man. 

I am sensible that the wise king in Israel hath said, ‘‘ the race 
is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong, neither yet bread 
to the wise, nor yet riches to men of understanding, nor yet favour 
to men of skill; but time and chance happeneth to them all.” 
The just and boly providence of God is concerned in all things. 
He is the Sovereign of the universe. He raises up one and puts 
down another. Under his government very extraordinary and 
truly wonderful things take place ; things which do not depend on 
any human foresight. ‘It raineth on one city and not on another.” 

God, however, ordinarily, works by means. Means and ends 
gotogether. Those who have a competency of the good things 
of this life, and those who have the greatest abundance, usually 
owe them, under God, to their industry, fidelity, economy, and 
good management. ‘These, in a course of years, sometimes bring 
about marvellous changes. But there are individuals, possessed 
of real economy, who, for the want of well-regulated minds, carry 
the saving system to very improper extremes, even alter they 
have become rich. 

I saw an instance of this, almost thirty years ago, in a Dutch 
woman, in , upon the banks of Connecticut river, where I 
once laboured asa missionary. She was active in business, 
rich, professedly pious, and very motherly. She used often to 
say to me, in the simplicity of her heart, “I love you;” “we 
have enough ;” “take what you please.” Her excess of econo- 
my was most visible in ithe too frequent extinguishing of her can- 
dle. The moment she had accomplished the particular purpose 
for which it was lighted, she put it out, uniformly making this 
declaration: “those who have, can save; but those who have 
not, can’t.” Though it would have been very pleasant to me 
to have had a little more light in the room, I very highly appre- 
ciated the old lady’s maxim; and, though I have never copied 
her particular example, I have endeavoured to profit by it. It 
has made me more careful to act upon a plan I had before adopt- 
ed, of saving whatever God cast in my way, however trifling its 
value. Though I may have seen no immediate use for it, if it 
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were capable of being made useful either to myself or others, I 
have always preserved it, and have very rarely, ifever, found my 
labour lost. 

To save with judgment, holds out the fairest prospect for sup- 
plying your necessary wants, and for being always ready to aid 
benevolent objects. If you cannot save dollars and guineas, save 
cents and shillings. The fountain is composed of little streams. 
To a strict observance of the Saviour’s direction, “ gather up 
the fragments, that nothing be lost,” may be traced some of the 
largest estates that have been collected in this or other coun- 
tries. Saving does not, necessarily, imply littleness of mind, as 
some careless persons imagine ; but is perfectly cansistent with 
a noble soul, and most liberal disposition. ' 

I remember to have read, more than forty years ago, a story to 
the following import :—A person soliciting donations in Europe, 
for the rebuilding of a public institution, called upon a g ntle 
man of reputed liberality, whose servant, as he entered the house, 
was lighting a candle by running it in the fire, for which he gave 
her a most severe reprimand. The stranger, hesitatingly, made 
known his errand, but was presented at once with a bank note. 
He had no sooner withdrawn, than he found it to be fifty pounds. 
This sum was so much larger than he expected to receive, 
that he supposed the gentleman must have designed to give 
him a five pound note, instead of fifty, and therefore returned to 
make inquiry. The answer was, “‘ you thought, sir, when you 
heard me reprove my servant for wasting the candle, that you 

should not get much money from me. There ts no mistake. By 
little savings 1 am able to give, and meant to give you the fifty 
pounds.” 

It is true there are many very saving persons, whose views 
and feelings are shamefully contracted, and who are covetous, to 
a proverb. They save, merely to add to their own store, often 
already large, and give evidence to believe that they bow daily 
at the shrine of Mammon. But, as I remarked above, this is 
not a necessary result, even of the most rigid economy. There 
are those who suffer nothing to be wasted, and who yet are more 
punctual than all their neighbours in paying every just debt, and 
who more than they all, employ and pay the poor, and bestow 
more liberally for all charitable purposes. 

To assist you, my daughter, in being a thorough economist 
yourself, [ would recommend a careful observance of the fol- 
lowing rules : 

1, Be regular in your hours for sleep. Much may be gained 
by retiring and rising in good season. ‘ The sun,” as Doctor 
Franklin observes, “gives a cheaper and better light than a 
candle.” 


2. Be strictly industrious. Doctor Buchannan remarks that, 
































2 


104 Practical Education.—No. XIV. 


“an active mind, if it be a virtuous one, finds time for every 
thing ;” and we are taught from scriptare, that “the hand of the 
diligent maketh rich.” 

3. Gather up the fragments that remain, that nothing be lost. 
Apply this rule as strictly to your fime, as to your table. Never 
spend a whole evening, as some mothers do, in rocking a well 
child to sleep. Be as inflexible as the case requires, without 
fear, and you will be abundantly rewarded. 

4, When a garment needs mending, attend to it in season. 
What is needlessly left till another time to be repaired, is in dan- 
ger of growing worse, of being forgotten, and of going to ruin. 

5. Live within your income. This is necessary for your 
comfdrt, and belongs to you as a duty. Scarcely any thing is 
more annoying than a multiplicity of debts, with little or no 
prospect of discharging them; and, as we have no claim upon 
the property of others, it is morally wrong to live at their expense. 

6. Make but few debts. [t is usually the cheaper way, to 
pay when you purchase. If you cannot do this, be punctual to 
your engagements. This is right in itself, and will, ordinarily 
insure you credit in case of necessity. 

7. Reckon with yourself often, and always allow as much as 
one third of your income for sickness, casualties, charities, and 
mere contingencies, that no human wisdom can foresee. ifa 
few dollars should remain at the end of the vear, after all those 
calls have been answered, you will find them quite convenient. 

8. In your purchases for yourself and family, let moderation 
and comfort be your constant handmuaids. They will both 
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and furnish you with all the gouds you need to begin with, and 
wait upon you tll you can make remittance.” The offer was 
thankfully qgccepted. He returned with his goods, and went 
immediately into business: his labors were crowned with success, 
and he became a very thorough respectable man. 

fam ceonsibts that the wise king in Israel hath said, ‘the race 


is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong, neither yet bread 
to thie wise, nur yet riches to men of understanding, nor yet favour 
to men of skill; but time and chance happeneth t them all.” 
The just and holy providence of God is concerned in all things. 
He is the Sovereign of the universe. He raises up one and puts 
down another. Under his government very extraordinary and 
truly wonderful things take place ; things which do not depend on 
any huinan foresight. “It raineth on one city and not on another.” 
Ged, however, ordinarily, works by means. Means and ends 
otogether. ‘Those who have a competency of the good — 
of this life, and those who have the greatest abundance, usually 
owe them, under God, to their industry, fidelity, economy, and 
ood management. These, in a course of years, sometimes bring 
about marvellous changes. But there are individuals, possessed 
of real economy, who, for the want of well-regulated minds, carry 
the saving system to very improper extremes, even after they 
have become rich. | 
I saw an instance of this, almost thirty years ago, in a Dutch 
woman, in , upon the banks of Connecticut river, where I 
once laboured as a missiunary. She was active in business, 
rich, professedly pious, and very motherly. She used often to 
say to me, in the simplicity of her heart, “I love you;” “we 
have enough ;” “ take what you please.” Her excess of econo- 
my was most visible in the too frequent extinguishing of her can- 
dle. The moment she had accomplished the particular purpose 
for which it was lighted, she put it out, uniformly making this 
declaration: “those who have, can save; but those who have 
not, can’t.” Though it would have been very pleasant to me 
to have had a little more light in the room, I very highly appre- 
ciated the old lady’s maxim; and, though | have never copied 
her particular example, | have endeavoured to profit by it. It 
has made me more careful to act upon a plan I had before adopt- 
ed, of saving whatever God cast in my way, however trifling its 
value. Though I may have seen no immediate use for it, if it 
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Trinity Church Charity School. On Sunday, December 21, 
the Rev. Dr. Minor preached an excellent and peculiarly ap- 
propriate sermon in St. George’s Church, in behalf of this chari- 
ty. His discourse was founded on the following text : “ Which 
now of these three, thinkest thou, was neighbour unto him that 
fell among the thieves? And he said, he that showed mercy 
on him. ‘Then said Jesus unto him, Go and do thou likewise.” 
The charity children were seated in the organ gallery, clad in 
plain, neat, and comfortable winter garments, and conducted 
themselves with great propriety and decorum. 

An appropriate anthem was set to music for them 7 Mr. 
Erben, who played the organ, and they sung their several parts 
in a manner so devout, and so sweetly affecting, as was calculated 
to inspire the liveliest gratitude for their restoration from de- 
grading ignorance to an employment so exalted. Their number 
is at present two hundred and fifty. They are instructed in the 
principles of the Christian religion and wg 4 the boys 
are taught reading, writing and arithmetic, merchant's 
accounts; the girls reading, writing, arithmetic, and needle- 
work. They are annually supplied with some of the most 
necessary articles of clothing, and furnished with books, pa- 


r, &c. The school is visited and the children examined 
Cy a committee of the trustees, and when any of the children 


are of a proper age for dismission and duly qualified, 
are OF at suitable trades or services, and others 


in their place. By thie excelient institution, winch we car 


benevuilent opjects. 4f you cannot save dollars and guineas, save 
cents and shillings. The fountain is composed of little streams. 
To a strict observance of the Saviour’s direction, “ gather up 
the fragments, that nothing be lost,” may be traced some of the 
largest estates that have been collected in this or other coun- 
tries. Saving does not, necessarily, imply littleness of mind, as 
some careless persons imagine ; but is perfcily consisient with 
a noble seul, and most liberal disposition. 

I remember to have read, more than forty years ago, a story to 
the following import :—A person soliciting donations in Europe, 
for the enon ot a public institution, called upon a g utle 
man of reputed liberality, whose servant, as he entered the house, 
was lighting a candle by running it in the fire, for which he gave 
her a most severe reprimand. "The stranger, hesttatingly, made 
known his errand, but was presented at once with a bank note. 
He had no sooner withdrawn, than he found it to be fifty pounds. 
This sum was so much larger than he expected to receive, 
that he supposed the gentleman must have designed to give 
him a five pound note, instead of fifty, and therefore returned to 
make inquiry. The answer was, “you thought, sir, when you 
heard me reprove my servant for wasting the candle, that you 
should not get much money from me. There ts no mistake. By 
little savings | am able to give, and meant to give you the fifiy 
pounds.” 

It is true there are many very saving persons, whose views 
and feelings are shamefully contracted, and who are covetous, to 
a proverb. They save, merely to add to their own store, often 
already large, and give evidence to believe that they bow daily 
at the shrine of Mammon. But, as I remarked above, this is 
not a necessary result, even of the most rigid economy. There 
are those who suffer nothing to be wasted, and who yet are more 
punctual than all their neighbours in paying every just debt, and 
who more than they all, employ and pay the poor, and bestow 
more liberally for all charitable purposes. 

To assist you, my daughter, in being a thorough economist 
yourself, I would recommend a careful observance of the fol- 
lowing rules : 

1. Be regular in your hours for sleep. Much may be gained 
by retiring and rising in good season. “The sun,” as Busts 


ranklin observes, “gives a cheaper and better light than a 
candle.” 


2. Be strictly industrious. Doctor Buchannan remarks that, 
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*‘an active mind, if it be a virtuous one, finds time for ever 
thing ;” and we are taught from scripture, that ‘the hand of the 
diligent maketh rich.” 

3. Gather up the fragments that remain, that nothing be lost. 
Apply this rule as strictly to your time, as to your table. Never 
spend a whole evening, as some mothers do, in rocking a well 
child to sleep. Be as inflexible as the case requires, without 
fear, and you will be abundantly rewarded. 

4, When a garment needs mending, attend to it in season. 
What is needlessly left till another time to be repaired, is in dan- 
ger of growing worse, of being orga, and of going to ruin. 

5. Live within your income. This is necessary for your 
comfort, and belongs to you as a duty. Scarcely any thing is 
more annoying than a multiplicity of debts, with little or no 
prospect of discharging them; and, as we have no claim upon 
the property of others, it is morally wrong to live at their expense. 

6. Make but few debts. [tis usually the cheaper way, to 
pay when you purchase. If you cannot do this, be punctual to 
your engagements. This is right in itself, and will, ordinarily, 
insure you credit in case of necessity. 

7. Reckon with vourself often, and always allow as much as 
one third of your income for sickness, casualties, charities, and 
mere contingencies, that no human wisdom can foresee. Ifa 
few dollars should remain at the end of the vear, after all those 
calls have been answered, you will find them quite convenient. 

8. In your purchases for yourself and family. let moderation 
and comfort be your constant handmaids. They will both 
unite in saying, “ buy those things which you cannot well do 
without.” If you regard their direction, you will be likely to 
keep a little money on hand for special calls, and to “lend to 
the Lord,” by “ giving to the poor.” It is a good calculation 
always to be ready for this kind of loan: “ Give, and it shall be 
given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken to- 
gether, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For 
with the same measure ye mete withal, it shall be measured 
unto you again.” 

But, after all these directions, my daughter, hope that nei- 
ther you, nor your children, will be over anxious about what you 
shall eat, or what you shall drink, or, wherewithal you shall be 
clothed. ‘Take no thought for the morrow; for the morrow 
shal] take thought for the things of itself.” ‘ Sufficient unto the 
day is the evil thereof.” 

It is necessary to calculate well for this world; but it is more 
important to be wise for eternity. “One thing is needful.” 
May you secure this * pearl of great price,” and dwell for ever in 
Heaven, is the prayer of 


Your ever affectionate Father. 
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SCHOOLS. 


Trinity Church Charity School. On Sunday, December 21, 
the Rev. Dr. MitNor preached an excellent and peculiarly ap- 
propriate sermon in St. George’s Church, in behalf of this chari- 
ty. His discourse was founded on the following text : “ Which 
now of these three, thinkest thou, was neighbour unto him that 
fell among the thieves? And he said, he that showed mercy 
on him. Then said Jesus unto him, Go and do thou likewise.” 
The charity children were seated in the organ gallery, clad in 
plain, neat, and comfortable winter garments, and conducted 
themselves with great propriety and decorum. 

An appropriate anthem was set to music for them by Mr. 
Erben, who played the organ, and they sung their several parts 
in a manner so devout, and so sweetly affecting, as was calculated 
to inspire the liveliest gratitude for their restoration from de- 
grading ignorance to an employment so exalted. Their number 
is at present two hundred and fifty. ‘They are instructed in the 
principles of the Christian religion and psalmody: the boys 
are taught reading, writing and arithmetic, and merchant’s 
accounts; the gitls reading, writing, arithmetic, and needle- 
work. They are annually supplied with some of the most 
necessary articles of clothing, and furnished with books, pa- 

er, &c. The school is visited and the children examined 
by a committee of the trustees, and when any of the children 
are of a proper age for dismission and duly qualified, they 
are placed at suitable trades or services, and others taken 
in their place. By this excellent institution, which we ear- 
nestly recommend to the patronage of the humane and be- 
nevolent, orphans and children of indigent persons are snatched 
from ignorance and vice, preserved from the influence of bad 
example, and are qualified to become useful members of society. 
During the year ending 29th September, thirty-six boys and 
thirty-nine girls were regularly discharged, and others taken in 
their places. The school is taught on Dr. Bell’s system of edu- 
cation, in the large and commodious house which ihe trustees 
have erected at the corner of Canal and Varick-street. A much 
larger number of children might be accommodated in the house, 
were the funds sufficient. The preference is generally given to 
those applicants whose parents are Episcopalians, but still, many 
others are admitted. 


Sunday Schools.—At a late monthly meeting of the “ Gene- 
ral Association of Teachers,” the following question was dis- 
cussed, viz: 

** What method would be most likely to retain the elder schd- 
lars within the influence of Sabbath-School instruction ° 
C. Heraxn, No. 244. 14 
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We have prepared a short sketch of the remarks made by dif- 
ferent teachers on the question, and regret that our limits will 
not admit them at present. The subject is one of the utmost 
importance, and demands the most serious consideration of all 
who are engaged in Sabbath Schools. 

A superintendent stated that his school, with several others kept 
in the same neighbourhood, had found a benefit from meetings of 
the teachers, of three or four schools together, for conversation 
on the best plans for conducting schools ; and as one of the re- 
sults of their meetings, he presented a complete set of rules for the 
scholars, neatly printed on a small card. These rules are pla- 
ced in the scholar’s hands as soon as he enters the school, as 
his first lesson. If he cannot read, he is aided by the teacher, so 
that his first acquirement shail be a knowledge of his own duty, 
in the school and at church. | 

For the benefit of Sunday-School Teachers, we insert the 
rules in the same form they are printed on the card. 


RULES OF THIS SUNDAY SCHOOL. 


a ee always mind the Superintendent and all the Teachers of this 
ool. 
2. I must come every Sunday, and be here when School goes in. 
S$. I must go to my seat as soon as | come in. ! 
4, I must always be still. 
5. I must not leave my seat till School goes out. 
6. I must take good care of my book. 
7. I must not lean on the next boy. 
8. I must walk softly in the School. 
9. F must not make a noise by the Church door, or School door, but 
must go in as soon as I come there. 
10. I must always go to Church. 
11. I must behave well in the street when I am going to Church. 
12. I must walk softly into Church. 
18. I must set stil! in my place till Church goes out. 
14. I must go away from the Church as soon as I go out. 
15. I must always mind the Superintendent and all the Teachers of this 


School. 
Sunpay Suoon, No. —, Union. 
These cards are printed by Messrs. Gray and Bunce, 347 Pearl-street, 
New-York, where Schools can be supplied. 


American Sunday-School Union.—We have frequently men- 
tioned the subject of a Vational Sunday-School Society, and 
expressed the opinion that such an institution is much needed in 
our country. It would greatly promote the efficiency and. usefal- 
ness of local- societies, increase their number, improve and har- 
monise their methods of instruction, disseminate over our vast 
territory important information, afford a supply of suitable ele- 
mentary Sunday-School Books on moderate terms, and awaken 
a more general interest in favour of this simple and efficient 
means of building up the Church of Christ in our land. Much 
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has been done, it is readily granted, and it will be as readily 
conceded that much yet remains to be done, to instruct the ris- 
ing generation. ‘To them we must look for the future ministers 
of the gospel, the missionaries of the cross, the supporters of our 
free and happy republic, and indeed for the filling of eve 
rank in society. The American Bible Society, through its md 
merous auxiliaries, can now supply the Sacred Scriptures to des- 
titute districts, and what plan can be devised thet would be 
so likely to supply readers of the Word, as a national institution 
embracing precisely the same sphere of action for the exercise 
of its no less important, but different powers? All the 3° 
of argument that might be urged in hvotit of a national Bible 
Society, may be applied with the same force in favour of a nation- 
al Sunday-School Society. 

Those of our readers who concur in thése sentiments, will 
participate in the very great pleasure which we derive from 
learning that it may confidently be expected “THe American 
Sunpay-Scuoot Union” will commence active operations ear- 
ly inthe ensuing Spring. The preliminary measures have béén 
taken to effect this object, and we have no doubt that the most 
important local societies will give it their cordial approbation 
and support. 

The General Depository will be located at Philadelphia, and 
supplied with a suitable variety of well adapted Sunday School 
books. We would take this occasion to mention that the Deposi- 
tory in this city will shortly be replenished with all the books ré- 
quired for Sunday Schools. 
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3. A Letter from Bishop Case on the subject of his going to England, 
for the relief of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the State of Ohio. 
Addressed to the Rt. Rev. Bishop Wai1re.—N. York, 1828. 


2. Documents respecting the Church—published in “ Christian Journal” 
for Jan. 1821. 


The missionary spirit which is gone forth in the christian 
church, affords the most encouraging and animating prospect to 
all who “ wait for the consolation of Israel,” that, in God’s ap- 
pointed time, the waste places of Zion will be repaired ; and that 
the period is at hand when “ the wilderness and the solitary places 
shall be glad for them; and the desert shall rejoice, and blossom 
as the rose.” 
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This ardent zeal “ for bringing sons and datghters unto glory,” 
appears to be confined to no sect or denomination; but all 
‘“¢ who name the name of Christ,” and who “hold fast the pro- 
fession” of the true “ faith once delivered to the saints,” seem 
to press forward with one heart and with one voice, to “ glorify 
God in the day of their visitation.” 

It is to be expected, and indeed it-is to be desired, that each 
and all should severally labour in their own province, and accord- 
ing to their own particular views. The work will be more regu- 
lar and more successful, when the different parts severally har- 
monise. And the whole bedy will be more effectually “ knit to- 
gether, and compacted by that which every joint supplieth,’ 
when all the members severally discharge the functions allotted 
them, and labour only in their own particular sphere. Provided 
they'all hold to the one great and glorious Head, they will all 
contribute to promote the “increase of the body to the edifying 
of itself in love.” And however they may seem to differ in the 
mode of operation; the joint effect will be, “ That Christ may 
be all, 3 in all.” 

The Episcopal “Church of England” has led the way in 
these “ oa of love.” Her “ Society for Propagating the 
Gospel in Foreign Parts,” established so early as shortly after the 
period of the revolution, laid the foundation of the pure church 
of Christ in this western continent; and by a long course of 
nursing care, it has raised up many bodies of faithful Christians, 
who will be ready to teach others also, and extend over the whole 
of this now partially enlightened land, the privileges which have 
thus been handed downtothem. And by her “Church Missionary 
Society,” she is now, with increased zeal, extending the same 
“light of the glorious Gospel of Christ” over the benighted east- 


ern hemisphere, which hitherto, for ages, “ hath lainin darkness — 


and the shadow of death.” 


“The Protestant Episcopal Church” in the United States of 


America, after filling up her own vacancies, has been making ad- 
vances in extending the kingdom of the Redeemer among those 
who from particular circumstances have been deprived of spirit- 
ual privileges, or who never before have heard the tidings of the 
Gospel of peace. In most of the diocesses, missionary societies 
have been established for promoting the knowledge of salvation 
in their own borders, or for extending those beneficent labours to 
those within their own immediate neighbourhood. And lately 
a society has been formed by the representative body of the 
whole church, on a more extensive plan, to embrace not only 
domestic, but also foreign missionary labours. This Society is 
intended by no means to supersede the necessity of diocesan 
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societies, but only to give assistance to these where they may 
stand in need cf aid ; and it cannot even exert its efforts, where 
any ecclesiastical authority is established, without permission 
first obtained from such authority. 

The great western section of our country opens a wide field 
for these various labours. Possessing already an immense popu- 
lation, and still yearly and even daily increasing in numbers, the 
present facilities for an extensive harvest to the spiritual husband- 
men. Yet separated by immense appalling distances, and almost 
insurmountable natural barriers, from the Atlantic States, and not 
yet possessing in themselves the means and the institutions ne- 
cessary for furnishing a capable and efficient ministry, they 
must depend, for a considerable time to come, on foreign aid 
for extending to them the means of grace, and for establishing 
among them the ordinances and the institutions of “the gos- 
pel of the blessed God.” 

While so wide a field is thus presented, many encouraging cir- 
cumstances are also attendant, which afford a reasonable, and, 
under God, a certain prospect of success. These immense re- 
gions have hitherto been peopled, and promise hereafter to be 
peopled, by persons migrating from different sections of our 
country, where they have enjoyed and have learnt to appreciate 
the privileges of the gospel; or by emigrants from other Christian 
lands, who have brought with them the same attachments. These 
require only to have the means put within their reach and their 
attainment, to embrace them with avidity. The materials are 
already furnished, and fitted and prepared also for immediate 
use; and require only to be collected, and arranged, and com- 
pacted into a spiritual building, fitted for the master’s service. 

On this part of the subject we cannot forego the pleasure of 
presenting an extract from one of “ the documents” from Con- 
necticut ; which at once expresses our own views, and exhibits, 
in strong and impressive characters the necessity and the encou- 
— for extending and multiplying missionary labours to 
the west. 


“In the range of states to the westward of the Alleghany mountains, 
whose population is already computed by millions, a large portion of whom 
are jo se from principle, to the form of this church, it is a melaneboly 
fact, that but fourteen Episcopal clergymen are employed! Nor is there 
the least prospect of their receiving a supply for years to come, unless a 
more adequate provision is [be] made for the education of ministers. The 
churches in the states bordering on the Atlantic, where all the literary in- 
stitutions of note are found, are only supplied in part ; and while they labour 
under their present privations, all missionary efforts for the benefit of their 
western brethren must be suspended.” 


With the concluding idea, indeed, we cannot accord. A more 
nataral inference would appear to be, that all our efforts which 
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could possibly be aroused, should be directed to this immense 
and interesting sphere of operation. 

To this deserted quarter of the Lord’s vineyard the present 
bishop of Ohio early directed his attention. In the year 18— the 
Rev. Philander Chase, who had for a considerable time been 
comfortably settled in one of the leading parishes in this state, 
and who might have commanded almost any living which should 
be presented, was induced, by the representations made of an 
opening and encouraging prospect of founding and establishing 
a protestant church in New-Orleans, to remove thither with his 
family, and commence the labours in which bis heart was engag- 
ed. He had, in the commencement of his ministry, been zealously 
and faithfully occupied in Missionary labours in the state of New- 
York ; and had been instrumental in awakening and arousing 
many dormant congregations, and collecting others which had 
never before been organized. For this work he seemed to be 
particularly fitted, by his manners, and natural temperament, 
And from these considerations it was, in addition to his known 
piety and zeal, that his friends and the friends of the church— 
among the rest, the late Bishop Benjamin Moore of this diocess,~ 
encouraged his rising and glowing desire of laying the founda- 
tion of the Episcopal Church in the west. New-Orleans he con- 
sidered as the key to that immense region; and he concluded 
that if he should there be abie to erect and to establish the stand- 
ard of the cross, according to the rites of the protestant faith, it 
would extend its influence, not only to the parts adjacent, but to 
the extensive regions also which must have a constant connex- 
ion and intercourse with that great outlet of the western world. 
Hither, therefore, he was induced to remove; with no other pro- 
vision than a promise of support; with no acquaintances, and no 
knowledge of the customs and manners of the place ; and with 
a constitution and natural habit utterly unsuited to that deleteri- 
ous climate. Here however he commenced ; and here he la- _ 
boured with unwearied toil, and under every discouragement. — | 
And although he mourned over the weakness of his efforts,andthe ~— | 
want of success to his exertions, (as is personally known by the | 
writer of this article to have been the case,) yet he planted the 
root, which has since sprung up into (we hope) a fruitful tree. 
Two protestant congregations, and we trust many pious believ- ] 
ers, have arisen from the work which he, with many sighs and 
tears, commenced. Yet after several severe attacks of the en- ~—i 
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demical disease of the climate, worn down with fatigue, overcome 
with discouragement, and almost sunk in constitution to the brink 
of the grave, he was at length compelled to relinquish his favour- 
ite employment, and return, for the recovery of his health, te 
his native air. EE 
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He settled in Hartford, in Connecticut, and was happy in his 
connexion, and beloved by hiscongregation. Yet his eyes and 
his affections were still directed toward the west. He remained 
in his comfortable situation, where he was respected and esteem- 
ed, barely a sufficient ume to replenish his finances, and re-esta- 
blish his health ; when, to use his own words, 


“ On the third of March, A. D. 1817, I left my beloved parish of Christ 
Church, Hartford, state of Connecticut: and in so doing, bade adieu to ma- 
ny of the comforts, and nearly all the refinements of well-regulated Chris- 
tian society. With what sentiments and feelings I did this, may be witness- 
ed by the tears which I shed at parting, and which scarcely ceased to 
moisten my check for many a day, as the rapid vehicle conveyed me fast 
to the western wilderness. My motives in going were those expressed in 
my ordination vuws, “toseek for Christ’s sheep that were dispersed abroad, 
and for his children who are in the midst of this naughty world ; that 
they might be saved, through Christ, for ever.” As Abraham, I “ went out 
from my kindred and friends, not knowing whither I went.” But, the 
Lord, I trust, being my guide and helper, I commenced my labours in the 
state of Ohio, concluding, if they were successful, there to continue ; if not, 
to go further among our new settlements, perhaps to Indiana or Illinois. 
Time however soon convinced me that the field of usefulness was that of 
the state into which I had first entered. Assisted by the exertions of a fel- 
low labourer, the Rev. Mr. Searle, the state was, during the spring and 
summer, for the most part traversed; parishes were formed, and little so- 
cieties of Christian worshippers were gathered in many places.” 


By these unwearied exertions, in less than two years the’church 
was completely organized—congregations were established in 
various parts of the state, a convention was formed and assembled, 
and a Bishop chosen and consecrated. The several congrega- 
tions which had been organized were regularly visited, and had 
the divine ordinances and the preaching of the Word adminis- 
tered to them in succession, by these two intrepid heralds of the 
Cross, aided by only three fellow labourers. 

But it soon was evident that more spiritual husbandmen were 
requisite to labour in this extensive harvest. Congregations 
might be collected, by occasional services ; but, without frequent 
supplies, they could not be retained; or, if retained, they could 
not be built up in faith and godliness. The attention therefore 
of this infant church was irresistibly called to the necessity of ob- 
taining additional supplies of ministration in the Word and sacra- 
ments. Accordingly, in the convention of 1821, a Diocesan 
Missionary Society was formed. But this could for the present, 
and for = Ao time to come, serve only as the depository of the 
benefactions of others. In a young settled country, the means 
of contributing to the support of public institutions are small. 
Even the clergy that were among them were very scantily sup- 
plied. And therefore the growth of a fund for providing the 
means of grace for others, must necessarily be slow and diminu- 
tive. Yet their wants were extensive and urgent. Without ad- 








112 _ Review. 


ditional ministerial aid, much of their past labour must be less 
effectual ; and, what was worse, many pious believers must be 
left destitute, and in a state of discouragement ; and many luke- 
warm professors abandoned to a state of greater carelessness. 
They were therefore impelled to apply to their Christian breth- 
ren in the Atlantic states, both for pecuniary aid, and for a sup- 
ply of missionaries. 

In the former they were not unsuccessful; at least so far as to 
lay the foundation of a permanent fund for affording future sup- 
plies. But missionaries, which formed the principal subject of 
solicitation, could not be procured. The openings in the eastern 
section of the country afforded employment for all who, by the 
present means, could be trained to the ministry ; and none were 
found willing to relinquish their comparatively easy situations, 
to encounter the deprivations and hardships of missionary labours 
in a new settled and new settling part of the world. 

This suggested to them the necessity of training up candidates 
from among themselves. But here new difficulties were pre- 
sented. Pious individuals could be found, who were willing to 
enter upon the preparation ; but they had not resources to attend 
at the proper institutions ; nor could they at home be provided 
with the proper books, or furntshed with suitable instructers. 
The Clergy could not, for this purpose, be spared from their in- 
cessant occupation, in parochial and missionary labours. 

But let us hear the bishop on this important part of the 
subject : 

“If we are to wait until the Atlantic states are all supplied with clergy- 
men, does not the increasing state of the church there, not only bedim, but 
for ever extinguish the eye of hope here, that any will ever come from 
thence? And this being the case, who will supply our places, when we are 
gone ; to say nothing of the numerous parishes unsupplied ? So poor are 
we, in such [so] confined and uncomfortable dwellings do most of us reside ; 
so scanty are our libraries, and so incessantly engaged are we in parochial 
and missionary duties, that we can neither assist, nor direct, nor teach the 
young men who apply to us for orders, though there are not a few. If the 
qualifications for the ministry are kept up to their present standard, (and 
we pray that they may ever be so,) by what, except by a miracle, can we 
be supplied with clergymen ? The only answer to this question was given, 
by stating the imperious necessity of having an institution for the education 
of young men for the ministry among those who are to be benefited by 
their labours. 

“ That this conclusion was just, and unimpaired by investigation, appear- 
ed from the distance at which we were placed from all means of education 
at the eastward, and the moral impossibility of sending our candidates to 
the eastern seminaries. Full well did we perceive that the same causes 
which prevented the ordained candidates from courting the labours of a 
missionary in the west, and inclined them to listen to the superior offers, and 
prefer the more refined state of society in the east, would not cease [to have] 
their effect upon the young men whom, if it were possible, we might send 
thither for their education. We saw, or thought we saw, that if in the lapse 
of years, means should be found to send here and there a person to the east 
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for his edueation, the western states would have no certainty of having him 
for their minister. Besides, the dissimilarity of habits and manners existing 
between the inhabitants of an old and a new settled country, forbade the 
expectation that useful clergy could be obtained to supply our present 
wants. ‘Time and zeal, prayer and sufferings, might succeed, as they had 
succeeded in overcoming difficulties of this kind: but ordinarily they are 
too great to be surmounted.” 


In perfect accordance with this are the sentiments of bishop 
Bowen, of South Carolina, in a letter, in answer to the circular 
of bishop Chase, contained in the appendix ; and an extract from 
which we here subjoin. 


“Tt has been painful, in a very great degree, to contemplate the obstacles 
which have seemed to impede the success of your zealous and apostolic 
labours in the west. I have been aware that the chief of these was the 
difficulty of procuring clergymen, suited by their education and habits to 
the peculiar nature of the service to be performed. ‘The view which you 
express of the characteristic necessity of the case of the chureh in the 
western states, is not only that in which I am disposed to acquiesce, but the 
same which I have myself for some years entertained. Your clergy must 
be sons of the soil. A mission to the Western Ocean Islands, does not 
more require an adaptation of character to circumstances in the ministry, 
than an effectual propagation of the gospel, according to the doctrine and 
discipline of our church, in the western territories of the United States. 
Wales must not more, of necessity, have clergymen who are Welshmen, 
than Ohio, Illinois, &e. clergymen who, by early training and habit, are 
capable of assimilation to the character of their inhabitants generally, and 
of enduridg the travel and exposure of their woods and hills. Do not mis- 
take me. I am not ignorant of the respectable degree of improvement and 
intelligence which obtains in your diocese. My allusion is to the hardship 
necessary to be endured by ministers of the Gospel, by the scattered con- 
dition of the people, with whom, as members of our church, they may be 
concerned, and the yet comparatively rough state of much of the extensive 
country which must be the scene of their labours. Men educated in other 
conditions of society, are scarcely, in any instances, capable of this. I am 
fully sensible, therefore, that if you have an efficient ministry at all, it must 
be constituted by the education among yourselves, of men born and reared 
among you.” 

If it were necessary to offer an apology for these long extracts, 
it would be, the immense importance of the subject to the mis- 
sionary cause. Not more momentous to the success of missions, 
is the raising up and training of native teachers in India, and the 
various countries of the east, than the affording of facilities for 
teaching and preparing a race of clergy from among the inhabi- 
tants of our extensive western regions. 

(To be continued.) 


es 


SOUTH AMERICA.—pemerara. 

The London Missionary Society, in their “ Chronicle” for January, give the fol- 
lowing information concerning the state of their missions in this quarter. 

The Directors have at length the satisfaction of informing the 

Members of the Society that they have received a letter from Mr. 
C. Henarn, No. 244. 15 
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Elliot, dated October 18, enclosing a copy of one written to the 
Treasurer on the 25th September, but detained in the Colony ; be- 
sides communications from other persons. 

The letters ef Mr. Elliot assert the innocence of the Missionaries of 
all participation whatever in the crime of the Insurrection; and the 
Directors entertain no apprehension of advaacing that which they 
shall have to retract, in saying, they give full credit to the declara- 
tion. They will quote the terms in which these assurances are made 
to themselves, convinced that the manly feelings of conscious integ- 
rity which shine through them, will carry to the bosom of every im- 
partial reader aconviction of the veracity by which they are dictated. 

‘¢ Numerous false reports have been sent forth against Mr. Smith,”’ 
(Mr. Elliot might have added against himself also)—* but assure. 
yourself and all the Directors, that whatever reports you may hear, 


the only crime the missionaries have committed is their zeal for the . 


conversion of the Negroes. They have neither been so weak nor so 
wicked as to excite the Negroes to rebellion. ‘The missionaries want 
justice only; they have no favour to ask; they have nothing to 
fear. The missionaries have not degraded their hely calling, nor 
dishonoured the Society of which they are members, by sowing the 
séeds of rebellion instead of the Word of Life. The real causes of 
the rebellion are far, very far from being the instructions given by 
the missionaries.”’ He adds, ‘“‘ We are not cast down; the Lord 
our God supports us ; and we are persuaded that He who protected 
Daniel in the lions’ den, will support and protect us.””—, 

The Directors are persuaded that the friends of the Society will 
approve of their not making larger quotations from these communi- 
cations at present, and that they will accept the brief statement which 
they are about to offer, in the confidence that they will be enabled, 
ere long, to present to them a circumstantial justification of the cha- 
racter and conduct of their greatly calumniated missionaries. 

The statement, brief as it is, will be sufficient to show the false- 
hood of the almost innumerable reports which have been industri- 
ously circulated through the kingdom, and indeed through the world. 

The colony of Demerara is divided into the East and West Coasts 
by the Demerara river, the former, including Mahaica, being on its 
right bank. Mr. Elliot is stationed on the West, Mr. Smith on the 
East Coast, about twenty miles distant from each other. 

It appears that the insurrection was entirely confined to the east 
coast, so that no commotion whatever took place on the estates on 
which Mr. Elliot labours, and not one of the negroes under his in- 
struction was implicated in the rebellion. 

Mr. Elliot’s being taken into custody was therefore owing only 
(though he had threatenings given him) to an alleged ‘“ disobedience 
of orders,’’ which he had not understood to be such, in visiting Mr. 
Smith at the Celony-house the day after he was sent thither. After 
a detention of about ten days, during which his papers were all 
taken from his house, he was allowed to return home, under an in- 
junction not to interfere with the trials. No charge was preferred 
against him ; and thus are the vehement accusations against all the 
missionaries of the society within the colony, circulated for several 
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weeks past throughout the country, reduced to that only against 
Mr. Smith. ' 

The insurrection, it should seem, manifested itself first in Mahaica, 
the district to the eastward of that in which Mr. Smith resides. Its 
appearance on the Le Ressouvenir estate, where Mr. Smith re- 
sides, was on Monday the 18th August, in consequence of an. order 
to take into custody two slaves belonging to an adjoining plantation, 
whom the Negroes of the Le Ressouvenir, as the prisoners had to 
pass over it, rose to rescue. Mr. Smith was at home. He success- 
fully used his endeavours, on perceiving the tumult, to rescue the 
Manager from the Negroes, and continued his exertions to induce 
them to return to their duty, till he himself was driven with violence, 
and with a weapon held to his body, from the estate. 

Mr. Smith was taken into custody on the evening of the 21st Au- 
gust, and all his papers seized. He is kept a prisoner in the Colony- 
house, and has since the 24th of August had a guard stationed over 
him. Mrs. Smith is not detained as a prisoner, but does not avail 
herself of her liberty, lest on leaving her husband, she might be re- 
fused access to him again. After the 22d August Mr. Elliot had no 
communication with him. Mr. Smith was on Monday the 13th Octo- 
ber brought to trial before a Court Martial, the legality of which 
proceeding is greatly doubted in this country. The public papers 
have stated four charges as forming the indictment against him, but 
of their accuracy the Directors are not enabled to judge. They 
trust that, under the direetion of Divine Providence, he has been 
able to prove himself guiltless of them all. 

It is not, however, to be concealed, that he will have had much 
to contend with from the violence of public prejudice in the Colony, 
and it is to be feared from the false assertions of some of the unhap- 
py Negroes, whom the hope of favour towards themselves may have 
led to bring against him ‘‘ things that he knew not.” Indeed, the 
Directors are informed, upon authority on which they can rely, that 
some of the condemned Negroes, finding the hope of life taken away, 
had in the most solemn manner declared that they had been induc- 
ed so to act, and that others, on being questioned whether they had 
not been incited to rebellion by Mr. Smith, had in the strongest terms 
which their broken language could supply, denied the imputation. 
It is stated by the writer of one letter, that he has often heard char- 
ges circulated against the missionaries, as if spoken by the Negroes 
at the time of their execution, which he knew (for he was a near 
spectator) that they never had uttered. 

The issue of Mr. Smith’s trial is not yet known in England; but 
it is stated in the public papers that, by a vessel arrived at one of the 
out-ports, letters have been received of the date of the 27th Octo- 
ber, which mention that the evidence for the prosecution closed on 
the 25th October, and that the court would meet onthe Ist Novem- 
ber to proceed on the defence. 

While waiting for the decision, the Directors are much grieved in 
knowing that the health of Mr. Smith has for some time been in a 
dangerous state, and that his physician had, just before the Insurrec- 
tion broke out, advised him to take a voyage to England, as the best 
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means ofrecovery. The Directors have written to him, recommend- 
ing his compliance with’ this advice as soon as circumstances will al- 
low him so to do, which it may be hoped will be the case ere long. 

The Directors have received letters from Mr. Davies, dated the 
15th and 18th October. He arrived with his family in Demerara on 
the 11th of that month, through the divine goodness, in health and 
safety. Under the shock which the state of affairs occasioned, he 
had the happiness to find his own congregation enjoying tranquillity, 
and that not one of the Negroes who attend his ministry took any part 
in the insurrection. He speaks of the kindness with which the Gov- 
ernor received him, and states that he was allowed to preach as before. 


Bersice.— Destruction of Mr. Wray’s Chapel. 


By aletter from the Rev. John Wray, our missionary in the 

colony of Berbice, (bordering on the colony of Demerara) da- 
ted September 25, 1823, the Directors have received the dis- 
tressing intelligence of the destruction of his chapel by fire, on 
Monday the 22d of that month. The fire began in a small 
house close to the chapel, and being to the windward, imme- 
diately communicated to it, and in a short time reduced it to 
ashes. It appears that no person was in the house when the fire 
commenced ; but in what manner it was kindled, was not known 
when Mr. Wray wrote. Many ofthe inhabitants, of all colours, 
with the captains and seamen of the ships in the river, lent their 
assistance, and used every exertion in their power to save the 
chapel, but in vain. 

Mr. Wray’s dwelling-house, which adjoined the chapel, was 
with difficulty preserved from entire destruction, but it was great- 
ly injured; a large part of the roof was uncovered ; all the win- 
dows broken; most of the furniture spoiled by being thrown out 
of the windows, and much other damage done.’ The Governor 
and Fiscal were using every means to discover whether the fire 
was accidental or intentional. 

At a meeting of the Directors, on Monday the 22d of Decem- 
ber, the communication from Mr. Wray being read, it was unani- 
mously resolved, That the sum of rive HUNDRED PouNDS be 
granted for the purpose of aiding in rebuilding of the chapel 
and school-house. 

As the loss sustained by the total destruction of the Chapel and 
school-room, and the damage done to the dwelling-house and 
furniture is calculated to amount to nearly two thousand pounds 
sterling, the liberal donations of the friends of the missiona 
cause throughout the United Kingdom are respectfully solicited. 
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SCOTLAND.—“ THE ISLES SHALL Walt FOR THY LAW.” 
The following is the account of Mr. Robertson, who preaches 
among the people of the Orkney Isles : 
** Let it be observed, that the inhabitants of these Isles of the 


- $ea are greatly in need of the preaching of sound doctrine. Few 


of them have sermon oftener than once a fortnight, many only once 
every third week; and not a few hear only two or three sermons 
from their own minister in a whole year. We feel pleasure in 
testifying to the power of divine grace, that our poor labours 
among this people have not been in vain in the Lord. Inno 
part of Scotland is there a more general attention excited to 
the preaching of the gospel. It is common to observe the 
whole disposable adults in a district, attending on a week-day 
sermon, and frequently a considerable number travel several 
miles both by land and sea, to hear sermon on week days, as 
well as on Sabbath. I have known some travel from twelve to 
eighteen miles, and return, after hearing sermon on Sabbaths ; 
and we see more than willingness to hear the word. Some afford 
very comfortable evidence of having received the love of the 
truth. I think [ have seldom laboured more than a month for 
these four years past, without some new case coming to notice, 
exciting me to thank God and take courage. We have now a 
little flock, of nearly sixty, scattered over ten different parishes 
and islands, who meet alternately in our chapels at Harra and 
Rendall, to enjoy the feast of redeeming love ; and | think there 
are as many more who show marks of gracious impressions, in 
consequence of the gospel preached among them, who have 
not yet joined in communion with us. In some cases, more 
than one half of the adults on some sinall islands have become 
praying people; and in many families the voice of melody has 
supplanted that of cursing. 

“Could I, even in imagination, place you in the midst of our 
Sandwich congregation, on a winter Sabbath morning, so as to 
observe some partly wet with sweat, produced by a long _. 
ney, and partly by rain, having to stand or sit on ground wet 
with rain, or covered with, snow, [ know it would touch your 
heart. One of our most highly esteemed sisters has fallen a sa- 
crifice to these hardships, which. formed consumption that ter- 
minated in death. T. H. 
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WEST INDIA ISLANDS,—sarsaposs. 


Soon after the insurrection at Demerara, a disturbance took 
place at Barbadoes, and the methodist chapel was destroyed, 
and much other injury done. 
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Mr. Shrewsbury, in a postscript to his letter of October 20, 
says, “Last night the chapel was demolished by the mob, and 
my library almost wholly destroyed. My wife and I, with the 
things saved, are preparing to flee for our lives: we must quit 
the island without delay. I will write further hereafter; we are 
obliged to keep ourselves in secret.” 





AFRICAN ISLANDS.—mapacascar. 

By letters lately received from the missionaries, dated in 
April and May, 1823, it appears that the king (Radama) is 
still favourable to them, and very anxious to promote education. 
He has established an adult school for his generals and officers, 
and has himself become the tutor of some of his own family. 
“bey anticipate that a spirit of emulation will arise from this 
circumstance, which will enable them greatly to extend the 
operations of the Mission; and that these natives, who once 
shut up some of their children in the rice cellars, and suffocated 
them, only to hide them from the whites, will bring the rest of 
their offspring to receive instruction. 

Some of the children first taught in the schools, begin to trans- 
late catechisms from the English language into their own, and 
they appear likely, in course of time, to afford assistance to the 
missionaries in the translation of the Scriptures; other boys are 
forming school-lessons in their own tongue, and begin to in- 
struct and catechise their juniors on Sundays. 

The king has put a stop to the horrid practice of killing chil- 
dren who are born on “ unlucky days,” and other evils are likely 
soon to be abolished: 





INDIAN ARCHIPELAGO.—amsoyrna. 

Mr. Kam, in a letter dated 28th January, 1823, states, that 
the missions under his direction extend to Banda, Ternate, ‘Ti- 
mor, Kupen, Bouro, and the south west coast of Caram. 

In the autumn of the last year, Mr. Kam, according to his an- 
nual custom, paid a visit to various places. He says that some of 
the Javanese soldiers have been baptized. The missionaries in 
the island of Bouro have been very successful. Two new pla- 
ces of worship have lately been erected in Amboyna. Mr. Kam 
baptized fifty-nine persons in the course of the last year. The 
Word has been much blessed in Abouro, where the natives late- 
ly burnt all their remaining idols, and threw their ashes into 
the sea. 





WESTERN INDIA.—cuinsurau. 
Mr. Peaxson, in a letter dated March 17, 1823, says, “‘ Our 
schools, [ am happy to say, go on well. The government 
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schools, in number 24, contain 26,000 scholars. The mission 
schools also proceed favourably. We have in them, the ‘ Cate- 
chism,’ the ‘Parables,’ with explanations; the ‘ Miracles,’ are 
now printing. A little book, containing short sermons, is now 
under revision by Dr. Carey. These, with a book containing 
‘elements of Astronomy, Geography,’ &c. &c., which I am now 
preparing for the government schools, will form a sort of com- 


pendium, which we hope may enable us to proceed more direct- 
ly in our work,” 





EASTERN INDIA.—srncapore. 


A etter, dated April 13, 1823, has been received from Dr. 
Morrison, then at Singapore, stating that the Anglo-Chinese 
College will be removed from Malacca to that settlement ; and 
that a Malay College will be added to it. The Lieutenant Go- 
vernor, Sir Stamford Raffles, the president, Lieutenant Colonel 
Farquhar, the magistrates, and other gentlemen of Singapore, 
have liberally lent their assistance on this occasion. Mr. Thom - 
son and Mr. Milton were then at Singapore.. The former will 
become professor of Malay, and the latter professor of Siamese, 
in the College. Dr. Morrison was about to return to Malacca. 





WESLEYAN MISSION. 

The government at the Cape (S. Africa) has given permission 
for Mr. Shaw to commence a mission among the Caffres, 
Higher up the eastern coast, near Delagoa Bay, a large tract of 
land has been ceded to the British government, and Mr. Threl- 
fall, a Wesleyan missionary at the Cape, accompanied captain 
Owen, who conducted the negociation, on his return to that 
place. .Mr. Whitworth, late missionary in the West Indies, who 
has been appointed to this new station, was expected to sail for 
that place shortly. If encouragement is given, it is expected 
that a communication will be made between it and a part of 
Madagascar, which no missionaries have yet visited. 

Two additional missionaries will speedily sail for South Africa, 
with reference to the opening in Caffraria, and another for the 
Western coast. , 

Mr. Huddleston, a Wesleyan missionary, at Sierra Leone, was 
carried off by the yellow fever on the 20th of July. Thus the 
mission is left entirely destitute, and four chapels without sup- 


ply, at a period when the work had assumed a promising aspect. 





CHURCH MISSIONS. 

During the last year, four adults have been admitted into the 
native church at Chunar, by baptism. Several communicants 
have been added : their number now amounts to 50. The con- 
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duct of the, native Christians is excellent; “ their humility, 
teachableness, and meekness (says the Rev. Mr. Bowley) en- 
courage me greatly to spend and be spent for them. 

Mr. and Mrs. Pope, appointed a school master and school 
mistress in"the schools of Free Town, Sierra Leone, embarked 
at Gravesend on the 6th of October, on board the Sir Charles 
McCarthy, captain Eldridge. 

The Rev. Mr. Jowett left Malta, August 13th, for Alexandria, 
on a visit to Syria, and more particularly to Jerusalem. He 
was well furnished with the Scriptures and tracts. 
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Summary. 


Tract Society.—That indefatigable missionary, the Rev. T. 
Osgood, is pursuing bis wonted employment of promoting, by va- 
rious means, the cause of religion on our northern frontier and 
in Canada. In a letter now before us, addressed to John R. 
Hurd, Esq. he observes : 

“J have explained and attempted to enforce the object of form- 
ing tract societies in a great number of places, as I passed up 
through the States of New-York and Ohiv. And I have laid the 
business before the Synod of Buffalo, and likewise before a num- 
ber of Presbyteries in whose meetings I was invited to sit, as a 
corresponding member. But [ found there were so many things 
which demanded the immediate attention of the ministers to whom 
I explained the object, that they could not promise any thing 
great to be done; yet there appears to be a hope indulged by 
most of the clergymen of the states through which I passed, that 


eventually something may be done. But I find that the agent of - 


the New-England Tract Society has planted depositories through- 
out most of the region through which I have been travelling, and 
from their depository the country is generally supplied with 
tracts.” 

Sunday Schools.—In the same letter Mr. Osgood observes : 

“Though I have not been successful in forming tract societies, 
I have been very successful in organizing Sabbath school soci- 
eties. And I have great confidence in these institutions. I do 
sincerely pray that all missionaries and travelling ministers may 
exert themselves toward accomplishing an object which prom- 
ises so much good. And I am convinced that small libraries 
ought to be connected with all the Sabbath schools. And it will 
be very proper to stitch, or put in half binding, a set of your tracts 
into each library. This plan would make a ready sale for a great 
number of tracts.” 
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Mr. Osgood strongly recommends the formation of “ Dorcas 
Societies,” to aid in clothing the poor children, so as to enable 
them to attend Sabbath schools. 


Baptist Literary and Theological Seminary.—The institution 
bearing this title, located at Hamilton, Madison county, in this 
state, is supported by the “ Baptist Education Society.” The 
executive committee have lately issued a circular, inviting the 
co-operation of the friends of religion and learning, in aiding the 
institution by donations of books and money. ~ Last spring the 
school entered upon the occupation of a new stone. building, 64 
by 35 feet, 3 stories high, erected by the inhabitants of the vil- 
lage. Fifteen young men have gone out as the first fruits of the 
institution, to preach the gospel—one of them to the Burman 
Empire. On the Ist Jan. 1824, there were 34 students. 

Connected with the seminary is the Philomathesian Society, 
formed in 1821. It now consists of 27 members. By a letter 
which we have received from the corresponding secretary, we 
Jearn that they are accommodated in the seminary with a con- 
venient room, have a library, and receive a large number of peri- 
odical works. ‘These are donations, and they are anxious to in- 
crease the number. The society will please accept our thanks 
for the sentiments they profess to entertain of our work, and the 
secretary, for the kind manner in which they are expressed. 


Dreadful fire at Sarepta.—It will be seen by our survey, that the United Brethren 
have a Missionary settlement at Sarepta, in Asiatic Russia, on the Volga, Consi- 
derable success has attended the mission, and a number of converts have been ga- 
thered from among the Calmucks. A most serious calamity befell the congrega- 
tion in August last, which calls loudly for the aid of Christians, and we hope 
the appeal which is about to be made in behalf of the sufferers, will be generously 
answered. We have not room at present for the entire account, but extract the 
following : 

‘* It has pleased the Lord our God, whose ways are often inscruta- 
ble, but always righteous and full of love, to visit our congregation 
at Sarepta, in Russia, with a very heavy disaster. On the 9th of 
August last a fire broke out in one of the out-houses of the tobacco 
manufactory ; and as all the premises were built of wood, and by the 
long continued drought and heat had become like tinder, the flame 
spread with such rapidity that all human help proved vain ; and in 
four hours and a half the shops, with all the buildings belonging to the 
manufactory, the apothecary’s shop, the large distillery, the war- 
den’s house, the two large houses of the single brethren, with all 
their shops and farming premises, and 24 dwelling houses, (comprt- 
sing three fourths of the settlement,) were laid in ashes. Thus 26 
families, all the single brethren, 70 in number, and about 20 families 
ef workmen and servants, were bereft of their habitations. Whea 
the fire had reached the most dangerous place, between the single 
brethren’s house and the closely adjoining out buildings of the minis- 
ter’s house, it pleased God to grant success to the unweariéd €xér- 
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tions of those who came to our assistance, and to put a stop to the 
progress of the devouring element, otherwise, in half an hour the 
whole settlement of Sarepta would have been converted into a melan- 
choly heap of ruins, and all its inhabitants left without a home.” 

‘Two lives were lost in consequence of fatigue and agitation of 
mind. All who have retained their houses, have most cheerfully ac- 
commodated the sufferers in the best manner in their power. The 
church was saved, and has been re-opened. 

The loss sustained is estimated at more than $170,000. 


> Contributions for the relief of the suffering inhabitants of Sarepta, will be 
very thankfully received in New-York, by the Rev. Benjamin Mortimer, No. 104 
Fuiton-street ; Mr. Jacob Bininger, No. 12 Maiden-lane; Mr. David Jacot, No. 
328 Greenwich-street, corner of Harrison; and Mr. Abraham Cargill, No 232 Wa- 
ter-street. 


ae 
WOTICES AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 


New Pustications.—The Christian and Mental Almanac, calculated for upwards 
of 4000 years, both Old and New Style ; containing, also, the chronological cy- 
eles and moveable feasts for the nineteenth century ; likewise, an easy way te tell 
the day of the month and week by the mind, and to find nearly the age of the moon, 
time of high water, &c. handsomely printed on a large sheet. 

An ious method of acquiring, retaining, and communicating historical and 
chronological knowledge extensively, &c. &c. By T. Hallworth. 

Some time ago a tract was put into eur hands bearing the above title, and also 
one in which the principles of the “‘ Method” are “ applied to Sacred History.” 
From the examination which we have been able to give Mr. Hallworth’s books, we 
can confidently recommend them to conductors of schools and all who are charged 
with the education of youth, as being eminently useful in fixing in the mind the 
most important dates and facts found in history. 

Poetical Miscellany ; being a collection of short poems peculiarly’adapted to im- 
press on the youthful mind the most exalted sentiments of morality, religion, and 
virtue. Mr. Borrenstein has published a small volume with this title, of nearly 
200 pages, 32’s, executed in a very neat style of typography, calculated for youth, 
and the higher classes in Sunday schools. It is a judicious selection from some of 
the best English poets—very suitable for a present to young persons, or a pocket 
companion. We recdmmend it to Sunday school, and other teachers, as a suitable 
ptemium book. 

A Sermon, delivered October 29th, 1823, at the inauguration of the Rev. James 
Richards, D. D. as Professor of Christian Theology in the Theological Seminary 
at Auburn, N. Y. by John Brown, pastor of the Presbyterian congregation in Ca- 
zenovia. 

Scott’s New- Testament.—The first volume of Armstrong & Haven’s edition of this 
work, being the fifth volume of the Bible, will be ready for delivery about the 
middle of March. The whole of the New-Testament will contain the marginal re- 
ferences. 

“ The Fire Alarm.”—Repeated inquiries have been made to know whether the ar- 
ticle published in our [Xth volume, under the above title, is to be issued in the form 
of a tract, as we intimated some time ago. In answer, we can only say, that it was 
laid before the “ Tract Society,” a year ago, or more ; but whether they intend to 
add it to their list, we are not informed. e agree with one who expresses the opi- 
nion that “ it would be a good thing,” and that “if there is any thing exceptionable, 
perhaps a revision would remove every hindrance to its being extensively, and most 

usefully circulated.” 

‘¢ Amicus,” and several other communications, are received. 

To our “ Plain Friend,” we have only room to say—Thy style becometh not ovtt 
pages. The communication will be left at the office. 
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“The abundance of the sea shall be converted unto thee.” 








CHARLESTON BETHEL UNION, 


The second annual report gives a very gratifying account of the 
Society’s labours during the past year. After stating the object of * 
the Society, the report proceeds : 

Prayer-meetings have been kept up most of the year, and gene- 
rally as often as twice a week, either on board of vessels, or at 
boarding houses. They have usually been well attended. On 
some occasions large numbers have been present. Sometimes the 
deck of a ship has been filled, and numbers have listened from the 
adjoining wharves. ‘The meetings have generally been as orderly 
and as solemn as any prayer meetings we have been accustomed to 
witness. Deep interest has sometimes been discovered both by 
masters and sailors; and some of both classes have occasionally 
taken part in the exercises. 

A few extracts from the Reports of these meetings, handed in by 
the Chairmen of the Bethe! Committees, will perhaps convey the 
mos correct idea we can in any way give of their tendency and their 
effects. 

The room was well filled with seamen, who paid good attention, 
and appeared deeply interested. The exercises were singing, three 
prayers, a short address by a clergyman, reading a part of the Re- 
port of the Liverpool Bethel Union from the Seaman’s Magazine, 
and a short address by the chairman. One of the committee spent 
most of the time of service in collecting seamen, and bringing them 
into the meeting. He reports the following interesting occurren- 
ces: ‘I met,” he says, ‘¢a number of seamen, and invited them to 
go to the prayer meeting. One says, yes sir, I am glad of the privi- 
lege ; I am going to sea to-morrow, and | want a Bible. Where 
can I getone? Another, on coming out of the meeting, asked me 
where he could get a Bible? I met a man, and invited him to go in. 
He objected, and said, we were noi of his religion. He was a Ro- 
man Catholic. I told him he would not see much difference, and 
that if he heard any thing he did not like, he might come out. He 
said, that is very fair, sir, 1 will go in. After the exercises were 
closed, he met me in the door, took me heartily by the hand, and 
said, ‘‘ it was good sir.’”’ The committee were much encouraged, 
and would particularly mention the deep interest Mr. C. the keeper 
of the house, appeared to take in the meeting. Mrs, C. being 
quite sick, was remembered in the prayers, At the close of the 
meeting the Chairman mentioned that there would be a meeting 
the next Sabbath evening on board a ship, and invited them all to 
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attend ; when one of the seamen answered, in their frank manner, 
* yes sir,” as though he felt interested. . 

Meeting on board the Bremen ship Graff Zinzindorf, captain 
Myer. On account of the inclemency of the weather the meeting 
was held in the cabin, which was well filled with a serious and at- 
tentive audience, principally masters of vessels and seamen. One 
of the seamen in substance observed, ‘‘ He was happy in having 
the opportunity of saying something for that Saviour whose cause 
he had espoused. It was the best of causes ; one in which he glo- 
_ ried, and rejoiced that he had ever enlisted. He thanked God for 

having commenced a work of grace in his heart, and that he had 
been called to bear the Cross of Christ, of which he was’ not asham- 
ed. He exhorted his sea faring brethren, with the greatest ear- 
nestnes-, to repent and forsake their sins, and enlist in the best of 
causes.” Another seaman arose, and said with much humility, 
** that he felt himself unworthy to say any thing on this occasion ;” 
and addressing himself directly to seamen, observed, ‘‘ we, above all 
other men, ought to be prepared for death ; for the nature of our 
calling exposes us to many more dangers than others. A starting 
plank, a hidden shoal, or a sudden blast of wind, in an unexpected 
moment, may plunge us into the ocean, and hurry our souls before 
the bar of God.”” He concluded by kneeling down and offering up a 
fervent prayer to God for seamen and Bethel Union Societies. 

The meeting was solemn and interesting, and we humbly hope 
some little good was accomplished. Our hearts were refreshed, 
and we felt, as Peter did when on the Mount, that it was good to be 
there. 

It is worthy of remark, that the pious owner of this ship has en- 
joined, and made it part of his instructions to the Master, that he 
should assemble his crew morning and evening, for the purpose of 
addressing the throne of Grace, and have Divine Service performed 
every Sabbath. 

Meeting on board the ship Commodore Perry. After mentioning 
other exercises, the Report says, Captain H., of such a vessel, led in 
prayer, and addressed the meeting in an edifying and impressive 
manner. It was truly cause of gratitude, to hear a Master of a ves- 
sel pray for and address his brethren, who go down to the sea in 
ships, as captain H. did. O that the Lord would raise up more such 
men to command on the deep—then might we look for a speedy ful- 
filment of the promise: ‘“‘ the abundance of the sea shall be con- 
verted to God.”” To witness such a monument of Grace as captain 
H. represented himself, is a great encouragement to pray for the 
conversion of mariners. An animated address was also made by a 
clergyman present, on the importance of improving the Sabbath 
evening in a manner becoming candidates for immortality. It was 
indeed pleasing and encouraging to see the number that were as- 
sembled on this occasion; and to witness their attention to the so- 
lemn truths which were delivered in their hearing. O that we 
ceuld praise the Lord for his goodness, in disposing them to attend. 





Oe | 
cS eee 
oa 


i Ca 


ao 


NERNEY RIS 


cae al ry 


os mck fs 





alee 


EAE 


Charleston Bethel Union. 125 


At the close of the meeting on this occasion, a sailor came to the 
minister, and requested him to pray for him, and that he would beg 
all christians to pray for him after he should sail, saying, that he had 
been one of the greatest of sinners, and that since he had attended 
the Bethel meetings he bad been very anxious about it; and that 
he then felt very much distressed. To give some idea of the effects 
ef such meetings, where they have been continued for some time, 
we would remark, that a member of this Board, being on board a 
Liverpool ship, and observing the men to be very cheerful at their 
work, asked them if they ever attended the Bethel meetings at Li- 
verpool. They answered with one accord, ‘‘ O yes, we always at- 
tend.”’ He asked them if they thought these meetings had done any 
good. One says, Why, sir, you cannot think what a change they 
have produced: they used to be always swearing and getting drunk ; 
but the Bethel meetings have done it all away. You will hardly 
hear any swearing now ; they are all suber, and attend to their 
work. These meetings are the best things in the world for seamen, 
Our Captain goes, and all the owners are Bethel men. 

These extracts and remarks are presented as specimens of the 
real proceedings and effects of Bethel prayer meetings. We have 
very sanguine hopes of their usefulness, and feel it to be exceedingly 
important, that all the exercises should be short, affectionate, earnest, 
and directed immediately to the object. 

In relation to libraries, the Board would state, that they have pass- 
ed a resolution to establish a library in each boarding house to 
which they may afford special patronage. They have published 
this resolution in several papers, and requested the citizens of this 
place who have suitable books which they would spare for so im- 
portant an object, to send them to certain places of deposit specified 
in the notice, where they will be gratefully received. Some have 
been already sent, and more have been offered, which we shall soon 
embrace an opportunity to collect, We consider the establishment 
of such libraries as an object of vital importance in our operations. 

We deem it utterly impossible to induce seamen to sit down quiet- 
ly and soberly at a boarding house, anless some means are furnished 
for their entertainment. But supply them with books, the periodi- 
cal journals of the day, and interesting tracts, and we believe the 
best method is taken to draw them from the haunts of vice which 
can be adopted. Indeed we believe this to be the only method of 
inducing them to abandon such places, from inclination, and therefore 
the only one which will prove effectual. 

The Board. next advert to the subject of Sailor Boarding-Houses, 
and a register office : and upon a circular on this subject, published 
by them last year, they make the following remarks ; 

The approbation with which our communication was generally 
received induced us to attempt an experiment. Upon examining 
the Boarding-houses, we found one which appeared to be conducted 
in a very regular and orderly manner. The keeper also expressed 
a willingness to adopt any regulations which the Bethel Union 
should deem expedient. 
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The Board therefore resolved to take this house under their spe- — 


cial patronage, and authorized the Secretary to procure a suitable 
number of printed cards to be handed on board of vessels upon their 
arrival. 

At present there is reason to hope that this house will answer 
the expectations of the Society. The number of boarders has in- 
creased, and the prayer meetings held there have of late been very 
full. The Board have also resolved to establish a Register Office, 
and have appointed captain Horace Utley to take the charge of it. 
The Office will be opened immediately, and public notice given of 
the place. 

We hope they will consider it as an act of real kindness and use- 
fulness to give a certificate to deserving sailors ; and also, to give 
such a preference, by applying at the Register Office when they 
wish to ship men. The gentleman. who is to keep the office is 
himself an experienced ship master, well acquainted with the cha- 
racter of seamen ; holds also the office of Notary Public, and will be 
invested with other qualifications necessary for furnishing and certi- 
fying all shipping papers. 

hese circumstances will render it very convenient for ship 
masters to transact business at the office, and will, therefore, as' we 
ardently hope, be very conducive to the advancement of our cause, 


-Can— 


JOURNAL OF THE BETHEL FLAG 
AT NEW-YORK. - 
To the Editor of the Seaman’s Magazine. 

Srr—On Tuesday evening, the 4th of November, the Com- 
mittee of the Bethel Union assembled at Mr. Williams’, our usual 
place; the rooms were soon filled with seamen, their wives, and 
some of their children. Our hearts were melted within us this 
evening, at what many seamen who have lately become pious 
said on several important subjects: there were none but mariners 
who took a part in our devotions. One seaman who was a stran- 

er, rose up and ‘said; “I have always been at sea, a poor, 
thoughtless, careless creature, unti! a few months past, when the 
Lord opened my eyes, and | saw my wretched situation; yes, 
fiery billows rolling below me, ready to swallow me up into the 
regions of eternal misery! I was so filled with horror, | flew with 
eagerness to the arms of Christ, and he received me, and has 
brought joy and peace into my never-dying soul, and I do not 
now suffer myself to give away to the temptations | am exposed 
to.” He then addressed his shipmates in a very feeling manner. 
Many of the women who attend these meetings are convicted, and 
we hope converted unto God. 

On Saturday the Sth, a seaman called on one of the members 
of the Bethel Union, and said, ‘I have come from Connecticut 
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@u purpose to inform you that the prayers you offered up to Al- 
mighty God for your crew nearly thirty years ago, when I was 
with you while we were traversing the ocean, and in foreign 
parts, were not in vain; they were the means, through the bless- 
ing of God, in making me a new creature in Christ Jesus—for 
some years I have enjoyed that comfort which religion affords. 
For this reason have I come, believing it would give you some 
comfort and consolation, knowing that your anxiety for the sal- 
vation of seamen was notin vain.” While he was conversing on 
this subject he shed many tears. 

On Tuesday the 11th we held our meeting at the usual place; 
we can hardly do justice in our account of this meeting. One 
thing we can say with confidence, that if all the seamen who ar- 
rive, were to remain in this city one month, the mariner’s church 
could not accommodate them. Seamen who have suffered in 
wrecks and strands, and been rescued from a watery grave, cannot 
bear to hear of similar circumstances of suffering, without groans, 
sobs, and tears. The following information Jately received, of 
what the Lord has done with some seamen on the ocean, has had 
a good effect on seamen in our meetings. ‘The loss of the brig 
Royal Oak, capt. Thomas Darnley, belonging to North Shields, 
bound to Hull from Quebec. A violent gale at N. E. came on, 
the 14th of October, when they were abreast of the seven islands. 
At 6 o’clock P. M. several heavy and tremendous seas struck 
her, which drove the boats out of their chocks, carried away the 
bulwarks, and destroyed most of the staunchions ; at 8 P. M. the 
sea broke over her, fore and aft, which brought three feet of wa- 
ter in the hold: at midnight they shipped another heavy sea, 
which caused the vessel to become unmanageable, and water- 
logged, and turned over on her broad side; the second mate, 
one boy, and the cook were drowned; the remainder of the crew - 
made to the mainrigging. ‘The vessel continued on her broad 
side about ten minutes, when the foremast going by the board, 
and the bowsprit separating, she righted. Another heavy sea 
striking the vessel, washed two boys overboard, and they were 
drowned. In this distressing situation they passed the night. 
At 8 A. M. reduced by debility, and exhausted with the effects 
of the intense cold, two of the seamen dropped dead, and were 
immediately washed overboard. At noon the wretched survi- 
vors were enabled to reach the main top, where they constructed 
a shelter with a studdingsail and some other materials. The 
Captain descended upon deck, but had scarcely reached it, when 
he was washed overboard and drowned On the 16th the wea- 
ther became more moderate, which enabled them to descend 
upon deck for the purpose of obtaining some sustenance, which 
they succeeded in finding. Ornithe 19th they became extremely 
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debilitated, the cold having seized on their limbs, rendered them 
incapable of any exertion. At 4 P. Mya vessel hove. in sight, 
which proved to be the Margaret, of Hull, capt. Craighton, whe 
on reaching the wreck, sent out boats and conveyed the survivors 
on board the Margaret; and on the 27th they arrived in Que- 
bec, and were immediately placed in the emigrant hospital, and 
are now ina fair way of recovery. This information we re- 
ceived on the 8th instant. 

On Tuesday the 18th we held our meeting again at Mr, Wil- © 
liams’. There was a solemn scene! an immortal being was gi- 
ven up to God in an ordinance which he has appointed, “ Go ye, 
therefore, and teach al] nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” ‘This dedica- 
tion caused every head and heart to bow at the feet of Christ. 
Fervent prayers then ascended to Heaven, that the Lord would 
accept the offering that was made to him in baptism, in the name 
of his dear Son. Some seamen present who were to sail on the 
the following day, requested prayers of all present, for them and 
all on board the ship, that the Lord would conduct them safe 
across the trackless ocean to their destined port, and return them 
back to New-York, laden with love and gratitude to Almighty 
God. Now, Mr. Editor, we nope you will join with us in prais- 
ing, and adoring, that glorious Being who owns and blesses our 
poor feeble endeavours for the reformation of mariners; not only 
their reformation, but we have hope and confidence in their sal- 
vation. How can we dismiss this confidence, when we see a wea- 
ther-beaten seaman rise and say, ‘‘ This is the first time I ever 
attempted to say a word to my shipmates, in a public manner, 
but now my heart is so filled I cannot be silent: thirty-three 
years I have followed a seafaring life, to all parts of the world, 
and once, while crossing the Atlantic, a violent thunder gust drove 
the ship on her beam ends, and three of my shipmates were 
washed overboard, and all on board were exposed to such a sud- 
den and untimely death. This awful sight made me look to God 
for mercy : he heard and answered my request, and for two years 
I have been under great conviction of sin, and for four months 
I hope I have been a new creature in Christ Jesus.” He then 
kneeled down and made a very feeling prayer, and sobbed 


and wept. 
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